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Name of the Department: Department of History  

Name of activity: Historical Significance of Museums and Archives 

Level of activity:  Departmental         Departmental/Institutional/State/National/International 

Date of activity: 27-5-23 

Head of The department:  Dr. Rajiv Kumar 

Name of Resource person/s:  Dr. Sharda Sharan (Archivist, Bihar State Archive) and Dr. Shashi 

Bhushan Deo ( Assitant Professor PG Department, VKSU. ) 

Number of teacher participated: 30  

Number of students and participants:  30 

Fruitful Outcome of the activity:   

This one-day seminar was aimed to introduce students with significance of locating history 

through museums and archives. The resource persons explained students why these two spaces 

are important for tracing history and doing research. Dr. Shashi Bhushan Deo explained how 

National Archives of India in Delhi has a rich collection of sources which are very important in 

writing official history of any event. The difference between finding authentic sources and 

assessing wrong ones were explained. Through these spaces national historians are writing 

against the Euro centric view of India was pointed out by Dr.Rajiv Kumar. Dr. Abha Singh focused 

on maintaining culture. of archives. Dr. Sharda Sharan talked about how records are maintained 

in archives. She also focused on how museums are spaces of learning about our heritage and 

culture. Who can be a historian and in what way history is written were themes focused during 

the seminar. Students at BA undergraduate level are now being guided to do authentic history 



writing and basics of research is being introduced with the new CBCS syllabus. Thus this seminar 

was a step in making students familiarized on these themes. The seminar was interactive and was 

successful in creating interest in students’ mind. Students paper presentation was part of this 

seminar and they were awarded prizes.  
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